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under its operation, the Probate Court in Dublin
passed a judgment of Solomon. The dispositions,
they decreed, of Hans Hamilton must be executed
textually. Each property must be divided between
the nephew and the daughter into exactly equal halves.
They went so far as to draw a mathematical line across
Killyleagh Castle itself, by which the Keep went to
the nephew, whereas the courtyard and the Gate
House with attendant battlements were accorded to
the daughter.

Anne Hamilton's granddaughter and heiress, Dorcas,
married Sir James Blackwood and brought him, not
only the Killyleagh Gate House and half its courtyard,
but also the site of the present Clandeboye demesne.
She was created Baroness Dufferin in her own right.

The nephew, Gawn Hamilton, obtained the castle
of Killyleagh but without possession of the Gate
House. This strange subdivision continued through-
out the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It
created much feud and friction between the Black-
woods and the Hamiltons. It was not until 1847,
when my uncle Dufferin came of age, that this con-
troversy was finally allayed. ' I will not/ he said,
c keep a man from his own front door/ He thus
handed over to my Hamilton grandfather those por-
tions of the Killyleagh estate (including the Gate
House and the moiety of the courtyard) over which
he himself retained a lien. He also agreed to rebuild
the Gate House, and even portions of the keep, in
the lavish manner of Viollet Le Due. But in return
for these romantic gestures he demanded a con-
sideration. Inspired by memories of Walter Scott,
he devised a peppercorn rent for the Gate House;